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									We commissioned Centre for Economics and Business Research (Cebr) to investigate the shortage of brick supply which has been a contributing factor in rising house prices over the past decade. This report goes into detail as growing demand continues to outstrip the availability of housing.

								

							

							
								
									

	

								

								Given that in 2016 the average UK home is made up of 5,180 bricks, resolving the housing shortage of 264,000 units would require 1.4 billion bricks


This is the equivalent of the total amount which would be needed to build all the houses in Leicestershire and could in theory build several of the UK’s famous landmarks several times over, including:


	740 Big Bens
	40 Tower Bridges
	3,090 Manchester Town Halls
	4,540 Warwick Castles
	5,830 Conwy Castles



Bricks and Brexit


The impact of Brexit could significantly worsen the issue. In 2015, 85 per cent of all imported clay and cement (primary brick components) came from the EU, and so depending on how trade negotiations develop, Brexit could have a considerable impact on supply.


The extent of the shortage


Brick stock steadily declined between 2008 and 2013 and only partially recovered in 2014 and 2015. Two-thirds of small and medium-sized construction businesses faced a two-month wait for new brick orders in 2015, with almost a quarter waiting for up to four months and one in six (16 per cent) waiting six to eight months. This can partially be explained by the slowdown in building following the recession.


Even though houses are shrinking, we still don’t have enough bricks


Between 2006 and 2016 the average UK home has shrunk by nine per cent or 228 bricks. In 2006, the average UK home was 91m2 in size and required a total of 5,408 bricks. Ten years on, the size of homes has reduced and requires 228 less bricks—but there still are not enough to meet the demand to fill the housing deficit.



	
	
	
		
		
				
					
						
							We all know that the massive lack of supply in housing is an issue that needs resolving urgently. As well as freeing up more land to ensure we can build the right sort of houses in the right places, it’s crucial we have the right materials and skills to do so.


It seems a simple consideration but the fact that we don’t have enough bricks to meet demand has a very real effect and holds up the process from beginning to end. We’re concerned that the impact of the EU Referendum means this problem could get worse as we rely on the import of brick components from the EU and of course many of our skilled labourers come from there too.


						

						
							
								

	

							

							Mark Hayward
							Chief Policy Advisor | Propertymark
						

					

				

		
		
	
	
	


Housebuilding threatened by skills shortage


Alongside the shortage of bricks, a skills shortage in the UK has also restricted housebuilding as construction based jobs are decreasing in popularity. This is a result of housebuilding slowing down during the recession, prompting workers to find alternative careers, and many choosing not to return when the market recovered.


The recent vote to leave the EU may impose greater restrictions on foreign workers coming into the UK, which could also compromise the UK’s ability to build homes. Additionally, fewer young people are obtaining the training necessary to fill roles in the field so trade bodies are now calling for government incentives to make construction apprenticeships more attractive.
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							20 Mar 2024

						

						New homes to boost progress to net zero


						
							The UK Governmentâ€™s detailed proposals for the 2025 Future Homes and Buildings Standards will amend existing legislation to set new minimum energy efficiency requirements for buildings in England. Most changes will apply to new homes and non-domestic buildings and should ensure no further work will be needed for new buildings to produce zero carbon emissions as the electricity grid decarbonises.

						


						

						Consultation response

					

				

			
				
				
				

				

				
					
						
							
								

	
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		

	


	

							
						

					

					
						
							06 Mar 2024

						

						Spring Budget a missed opportunity to boost housing supply


						
							The Chancellor of the Exchequer delivered his Spring Budget on 6 March 2024, likely to be the last before a General Election. Whilst a cut in Capital Gains Tax on property transactions will be welcomed, the sector will be disappointed that key measures, such as stamp duty breaks for last time buyers, increasing mortgage availability and a suspension of the 3% stamp duty land tax premium on buy-to-let purchases have been overlooked. 

						


						

						News

					

				

			
				
				
				

				

				
					
						
							
								

	
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		

	


	

							
						

					

					
						
							28 Feb 2024

						

						Housing Insight Report: January 2024


						
							The new year has arrived and those who had delayed moving at the end of last year have returned to the market on mass. However, there has been little change in the economic environment that households must contend with. Interest rates are stable but are higher than those seeking mortgages or re-mortgages would prefer and inflation remains some way off UK Government targets.
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							26 Feb 2024

						

						Fundamental interventions needed to correct housebuilding 


						
							The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) has published a report on housebuilding and found the dominance of speculative private development paired with complex, unpredictable planning rules is the major cause of the long-term shortfall of new homes in the UK.
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